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SUBJECT: CHINA TAKES EARLY LEAD IN INFLUENCE SWEEPSTAKES 

1. DESPITE NUMEROUS SOVIET DELEGATIONS VISITING MOZAMBIQUE 
BEFORE AND DURING MOZAMBIQUE INDEPENDENCE, THE PEOPLES' REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA HAS TAKEN AN EARLY LEAD IN THE RACE FOR PREDOMINANT 
INFLUENCE OVER THE NEW MOZAMBIQUE GOVERNMENT. 
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MACH I I VISIT THE PRC IN DECEMBER 1974, WHILE MACHEL'S TRIP 
TO USSR DID NOT MATERIALIZE, POSSIBLY DUE TO ADMINISTRATIVE 
BUNGLING BY THE SOVIETS. THE USSR COUNTERED BY SENDING SEVERAL 
DELEGATIONS TO MOZAMBIQUE IN EARLY 1975, MARITIME, ECONOMIC 
AND FRATERNAL, BUT THESE RESULTED ONLY IN BLAND COMMUNIQUES 
OF FRATERNAL GOOD WISHES AND NO COMMITMENTS-AT LEAST PUBLI- 
CALLY-OF SOVIET ASSISTANCE WERE MADE. THE SOVIET STATEMENT 
OF THEIR INTENTION TO RECOGNIZE MOZAMBIQUE WAS DELAYED 
UNTIL JUNE, SEVERAL MONTHS AFTER A SIMILAR CHINESE STATEMENT, 

BUT THEY RECOUPED SOMEWHAT BY SENDING A HIGHPOWERED DELEGATION 
TO THE JUNE 25 MOZAMBIQUE INDEPENDENCE CEREMONIES, LED BY 
KIRIL ILYASHENKO, VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME SOVIET, AND 
LEONID ILITCHEV, DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER. THE PRC DELEGATION 
WAS LED ONLY BY A MINISTER, YEH FEI, BUT COUNTERED WITH THE 
NUMBERS (ABOUT 100) OF SEPARATE DELEGATIONS INCLUDING WOMEN'S, 
YOUTH, PRESS AND CULTURAL GROUPS AND DANCE AND GYMNASTIC 
TROUPES. FOR ALL ITS STRENGTH THE SOVIET DELEGATION CAME ARMED 
APPARENTLY ONLY WITH AN (ANOTHER) INVITATION FOR MACHEL TO 
VISIT THE USSR, WHILE THE PRC MINISTER SWEPT THE BOARDS BY 
OFFERING AND SIGNING AN INTEREST-FREE, LONG-TERM LOAN OF $56 
MILLION TO MOZAMBIQUE (SEPTEL). THUS IT IS NO SURPRISE THAT 
THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR LIN CHUNG PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIWLS 
TO MACHEL ON JUNE 28 WHILE THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE, 
ARKADIY GLOUUHOV, IS STILL AWAITING AN APPOINTMENT. ALSO, THE 
PUBLICATION OF THE USSR'S INVITATION TO MACHEL TO VISIT WAS 
NOT ACCOMPANIED BY ANY INDICATION OF ACCEPTANCE ON HIS PART, 

EVEN IN PRINCIPAL. 

WALKER 
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